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1. In order to serve its purpose in a satisfactory manner the format of confidence-building 
measures should keep pace with time and be responsive to the challenges emerging in the 
fields relevant to the BWC. 


2. One such highly relevant field with a direct bearing on the object and purpose of the 
Convention concerns biological defence programmes implemented by ministries of defence 
and, in a more general sense, militaries” activities in preventing and controlling infectious 
diseases. The two are clustered together since they often represent various aspects of the same 
activity and in certain situations it may become difficult to separate them, 


3. A topical case is a biomedical activity carried out by research units controlled by 
Ministries of Defence of States Parties deployed outside of the national territory. Regrettably, 
States Parties concerned do not submit information in this regard under existing confidence- 
building measures, This constitutes a serious drawback of the current regime since the lack 
of such transparency is not conducive to strengthening confidence. Guided by these 
considerations, the Russian Federation proposes to introduce a new confidence-building 
ires form entitled "Military biomedical activity conducted by a reporting State on the 
ry of other States” (see Annex 1), 
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4. A second proposal ìs to supplement Form G's information on human vaccine 
production facilities with similar data on animal vaccine production facilities (see Annex I). 
Bearing in mind comparable relevance of these two categories of facilities, it is expected that 
an expanded information exchange will fill in the blank spots and foster confidence among 
States Parties, 
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